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Getting To Know Meeker
Nestled in the White River Valley at the doorstep to the Flat Tops 

Wilderness and White River National Forest, Meeker, Colorado is a quiet 
town off the beaten path. With its numerous outdoor amenities, annual 
sheepdog trials and charming downtown, Meeker attracts visitors from 

around the globe. It is a place where bright minds can spend the morning 
developing the latest innovations in technology and the afternoons wading 

in first-call fly fishing streams. 
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About Meeker
Elevation - 6,240 ft. 
Population - 2,475 people
Median Household Income - $63,125
Median Home Price - $200,000
Average Snow Fall - 71.1”
Average Precipitation - 16.06”
Average Temperatures 
 High 59, Low 28
Sunny Days - 242

Regas Halandras, Mayor

Regas Halandras,
 Town of Meeker Mayor
Stephanie Kobald,  
 Meeker Chamber of Commerce Director
Scott Meszaros,  
 Town of Meeker Administrator
Katelin Cook
 Rio Blanco County Economic  
 Development Coordinator

710 Market Street 
(970) 878-5510 
www.meekerchamber.com

Meeker Chamber of Commerce
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Getting to Know Rangely
A town traditionally known for its strength in the oil and gas industry, 

there’s more to Rangely than oil rigs. With its Wild West character, trophy 
big-game hunting, water tank recording studio, as well as miles of slickrock 

terrain ideal for hiking, mountain biking and rock crawling, there’s more 
than meets the eye in Rangely.
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About Rangely
Elevation - 5,297 ft. 
Population - 2,381 people
Median Household Income - $68,000
Median Home Price - $158,700
Average Snow Fall - 28”
Average Precipitation - 11.5” 
Average Temperatures 
 High 62, Low 31
Sunny Days - 242

Peter Brixius,
 Town of Rangely Administrator
Joseph Nielsen, 
 Town of Rangely Mayor
Konnie Billgren,  
 Rangely Chamber of Commerce, 
 Executive Director

225 East Main Street, Suite A 
(970) 675-5290 
www.rangelychamber.com

Rangely Chamber of Commerce
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Getting Here... 
No matter what time of year it is or where you are coming from,  
Northwest Colorado and the towns of Meeker and Rangely are easily 
accessible.  Both towns are within easy driving distances from two 
major airports in Denver and Salt Lake City.  And while Meeker 
and Rangely are along the road less traveled, they are sure to cul-
tivate every adventure vacationers, residents and entreprenuers 
hope to achieve.  
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Only Found in Northwest Colorado
• The Wagon Wheel OHV Trail has over 250 miles of riding trails 
through the White River National Forest. Meeker is OHV friendly - ride 
through our town streets, to your hotel and onto the trails! 

• The only traffic jam in Meeker is when hundreds of sheep are moved 
from seasonal pastures right through the downtown streets! Led by 
ranchers on horseback, the sheep jingle their way through and stop 
for no one. 

• The fastest Broadband County in Colorado - Gig Fiber to homes in 
Meeker and Rangely, and 25 Meg wireless with no data cap to most 
rural residents! 

• The re-purposed steel water storage, The TANK, at the edge of town 
in Rangely, is a one-of-a-kind sonic experience with a recording and 
sound studio. 

• Wide open spaces of public land make it possible to wander over 
hundreds of square miles of high desert, mesas, and mountains to 
possibly encounter animals as varied as mountain lions, lizards, bears, 
badgers, pronghorn or a member of one of the few wild horse herds 
in the state. 

• For the discerning eye, dinosaur bones, fossils, and Fremont  
artifacts can be found all over the western end of the county. 

Rio Blanco is 
translated into 
“White River” in 
Spanish.  Named 
for the river that 
flows through 
the county.
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History
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Preserving History
The White River Museum in Meeker is housed in 
two of the original seven officer’s quarters, built 
in 1880 by the U.S. Army following the Meeker 
Massacre and Milk Creek Battle. The Garrison 
Building has three rooms dedicated to the Meeker 
Massacre and Milk Creek Battle. The Indian Room 
has a fascinating display of artifacts from the Ute 
culture, including elaborate bead work,  
arrowheads and the Bill Gooseman spear-point 
and arrowhead collection. The gency Room con-
tains the plow that Nathan Meeker used to plow 
up the Ute pony track, which drove the Utes to 
start the Meeker Massacre. The Agency Room also 
holds Mrs. Meeker’s sewing machine, a diorama 
of the 1879 White River Agency, replica of Army  
uniforms, swords, guns, ammunition, spurs and a 
medicine bottle, all found on the battlefield. 

The White River Museum includes collections from 
the mid-1880s to the 1950s, including the  
stagecoach that ran between Meeker and Rifle, 
used by Theodore Roosevelt in 1905 for his  
mountain lion hunt in Meeker. Dresses, shoes, hats 
and uniforms worn by local residents, articles from 
the 1896 Meeker bank robbery, and a Victorian 
mourning wreath made of real human hair are 
among the many items ond display. Be sure to see 
the two-headed calf and the gift shop. 

The Rangely Historical Museum has preserved 
the unique history of the community in several 
historical buildings and exhibits, representing three 

distinct periods: Native American and prehistory, 
pioneer/ranching days, and energy development.  
The Rangely Museum is full of wonderful exhibits, 

including Native American artifacts, the pioneer 
settlement of the area with tales of local cowboys 
and Indians, the development of energy in the 
area, as well as outside exhibits such as Rangely’s 
first jail.  

When it comes to museums in Rio Blanco County, 
there’s a new kid on the block. It’s the Rangely 
Automotive Museum, which opened in 2015. 
The museum is a true labor of love from Bud 
Striegel, who grew up in Rangely and began 
collecting cars at the age of 12. Striegel, the 
owner of the museum, keeps an average of 35 
classic cars on the show floor. He rotates them in 
and out with other classic cars in his collections, 
and they all have a story.  
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Historical Timeline of Meeker
September 29, 1879- Meeker  
Massacre and Thornburgh Battle 
on Milk Creek

1882 - J.W. Hugus  
established a general store. 
A three story brick building 
replaced this store and was 
located at 6th and Main.

1884 - A town ditch was  
constructed by the Meeker 
Townsite Co. and a year later 
the Town of Meeker was  
incorporated with Wm. H. 
Clark as the first mayor.

July 4, 1885 - This was 
the first Independence 
Day celebration, where 
the Justice Center 
currently stands.

1888 - White River City 
was incorporated. Many 
hoped that oil development 
would bring about a more 
permanent settlement.

July 6, 1889 - Billy the Kid 
overnighted in Meeker. His 
name is on the Meeker Hotel 
register which is now housed in 
the White River Museum.

October 13, 1896 -  
Meeker bank robbery at 
the J.W. Hugus & Co. bank 
failed with the three  
robbers being killed by 
local citizens.

September 1897 - Piceance 
Rock School was built where 

it still stands today.

May 9, 1899 - Freeman Fairfield 
was born. Mr. Fairfield left $2 million 
in a charitable trust to Meeker. The 
trust was set up in 1969 and has 
been a great benefit to many  
people in the area.

February 1, 1901 -  
Theordore Roosevelt 
(later to be President) 
was here to hunt  
mountain lion.

1868 - First Indian agency 
in the area located at 
Danforth Park, about 8 
miles east of Meeker.

Early 1890s - G.S. Allsebrook 
brought sheep into the valley

1896 - New brick structure for the 
Meeker Hotel replaced the frame 
building, which 
was built in 
1884. 
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Indian Uprising and Battlefields of Meeker
The White River Agency was founded in 1873 for 
several bands of Utes, who had agreed in a treaty 
to settle on a reservation there.  Five years later 
Nathan Meeker assumed the duties of Indian 
Agent.  Resisting his undiplomatic and stubborn 
efforts to make them farm, raise stock,  
discontinue their pony races and hunting forays, 
and send their children to school, as well as  
resenting the settler encroachment on their  
reservation and Indian Bureau mismanagement, 
the nomadic Utes revolted after Meeker plowed 
their pony race track.   

Meeker Massacre  
The Meeker Massacre (1879), America’s last major 
Indian uprising, was probably the most violent 
expression of Indian resentment toward the  
reservation system. On September 29, 1879, the 
Indians attacked the White River Agency, burned 
the buildings, and killed Meeker and his  
employees. Meeker’s wife and other women were 
held captive. 

Milk Creek / Thornburgh Battle 
Following the Meeker Massacre, the Battle of Milk 
Creek (1879) was the last and longest of the 
Indian wars. It occurred on the northern boundary 
of the Ute Reservation over a weeks’ time 150 

troops were ambushed under Major Thornburgh 
but the Utes. The government imprisoned several 
of the Ute leaders, and placed the tribe on a new 
reservation in Utah. 

Major ThornburghNathan Meeker

ColorowCaptain Jack

To view the Meeeker Massacre site; 
travel west on Hwy 13 roughly 2.7 
miles to Hwy 64.  Take highway 64  
approximately 2 miles. There will be 
a small pull-out on the south side of 
the road the actual battle location is on  
private property.  

To view the Milk Creek/Thornburgh  
Battle Field; take Highway 13 north,  
until the junction of Coounty Road 15, there 
is a sign for “Thornburgh Battle Field”.  
Travel approximately 17 miles to Milk Creek  
Battlefield Park.  Detailed information 
about the battle is located within the park.

Viewing Battle Fields

To commemorate the last major  
battle engagment with a Native  
American Tribe and the United States  
Army, a  memorial park has been  
developed to honor all of those who 
lost their lives in the Battle of Milk 
Creek in 1879.  The 1-acre park is  
developed and maintained by the Rio  
Blanco County Historical Society.

Milk Creek/Thornburgh
Battle Field Park
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Historical Timeline of Rangely
1882 - The Ute people 
are confined to  
reservations and C.P. 
Hill and Joseph Studer 
claim land along the 
White River. C.P. Hill  
establishes a trading 
post.

1903 - The first  
successful shallow oil 
well is drilled,  
producing about 10 
barrels of oil per day, 
which was refined 
locally.

1913 - The area  
residents build a one 
room school house 
teaching grades 1 
through 12. Senior year 
is taken else where, 
usually Meeker.

1931 - Raven A-1, the 
first deep oil well was 
drilled at a depth over 
6,000 ft. Because there 
is no market for the oil 
the well is capped.

1946 - The oil boom is in 
full swing and Rangely’s 
population is growing 
faster than the  
infrastructure can be 
built. 

1947 -The town of 
Rangely is incorporated 
and the town council is 
elected with Fred  
Nichols as Mayor. 

1981- Deserado Mine is 
given their lease and will 
soon begin shipping coal to 
Bonanza, UT.

1985 - Kenney  
Reservoir and Cedar 
Ridges Golf Course 
are built.  The reservoir 
keeps the town from 
flooding each spring.

1950 - A new 
elementary 
school and high 
school are built.

June 2015 -A dig led by 
CNCC’s begins to  
uncover a Duckbill  
dinosaur, dubbed  
Walter, which was 
found the year before 
about six miles south of 
Rangely.

1962 - Rangely College opens 
its doors to a freshman class of 
82 students. The college’s initial 
programs include Dental Hygiene, 
Electronic Technology, Medical 
Office Assisting and Arts & Science.
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For Rangely the land is the base from which all 
human events unfold, whether it is the geology 
that brought the miners and oilmen, or the water 
that brought the Fremonts, the Utes, the explorers, 
and the ranchers. This stark land held promise for 
those wise enough to see its treasures. To tell the 
story of the town we must start back. 

The Fremont people migrated to the Rangely area 
around 100 A.D. and the Utes came much later. 
In 1776 two Spanish friars, whose names are given 
to the Domingez-Escalante Trail, named the valley 
that State Highway 139 follows; Canyon Pintado 
— The Painted Canyon — for the Fremont and 
Ute petroglyphs and pictographs found there. 
While trappers and hunters 
visited this area, the first  
recorded white settlers making 
a permanent home in the area 
are Mr. Joseph Studer and C.P. 
Hill who came in 1882, the 
same year the Ute people were 
to be confined to reservations. 
Later Mr. Hill was joined by 
relatives, one of whom named 
the town after Rangely, Maine. 
Not far from where the  
Dominguez-Escalante group 
made camp in 1776, Mr. Hill 
began ranching and opened a 
trading post. By 1913 there 
were enough ranching and farming families in the 
area to necessitate the building of a large  
one-room school house. 

Although the Utes had long been aware of oil in 
the area, the first shallow wells were drilled in 
1903. They produced about 10 barrels of oil per 
day, were refined locally, and shipped out of the 
area by wagon and later truck. In 1932 after a 
year of drilling, Raven A-1, the first deep oil well 
successfully reached the vast pocket 
of crude in the Weber formation at a 
depth of more than 6,000 feet, but 
there was no market for the 230 
barrels it produced each day. The well 

was capped until everything changed for this 
sleepy little town with the demand for oil during 
WW II. 

By 1946, raising cattle and sheep, farming, shallow 
oil well drilling, and mining coal were no longer 
the principal industries. Deep-well drilling was 
king. Tents, trolley cars, crude cabins, and trailers 
overtook the dozen homes. The few original  
businesses suddenly had a slew of new  
competition. Company camps were built in many 
places in the valley, and in 1947 Rangely was  
incorporated as a town with Fred Nichols voted 
in as mayor. A new elementary school and high 
school were built by 1950. In the 1960’s the 

Rangely oil field was a major 
producer in the country and 
deemed such an important  
strategic asset that bomb  
shelters were built at the college 
and supplied with cots, blankets, 
food, and water.  

Though coal mining began 
along with oil drilling, the coal 
industry grew slowly until in 
1981 the Deserado Mine  
received a lease and began 
producing in 1983. The high 
production longwall became 
operational in 1986 with all the 

coal being sent to the Bonanza Power Plant in 
Utah. 

In 2015, Colorado Northwestern Community 
College began the excavation of an important 
fossil dig of the bones and very rare skin and 
tendons of a Duckbill Dinosaur. With this event, 
along with the formation of the town, one can see 
how the past continues to link with the present to 
make Rangely’s story interesting and ongoing. 

Rangely’s History is Written in the Land

Website:www.ramuseum.wix.com/rangely-museum
Facebook: Rangely Outdoor Museum

Get Connected
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Rural Schools of Rio Blanco County
Nearly 40 rural schools that served the families 
in Rio Blanco County during the turn of the century 
and into the mid-20th century have been identified 
and their sites marked for visitors to see. 

The Coal Creek School was added to the  
National Register of Historic Places in July 2014. 
It is the oldest remaining schoolhouse in the County 
— it has stood in its original location for more 
than 100 years — and is in the process of  
historic preservation. The bell from the old  
schoolhouse currently resides at the White River 

Museum in Meeker. The histories and locations of 
the rural schools of Rio Blanco County have been 
documented and developed into mapped tours 
for your historic sightseeing. Brochures for each 
of the seven tours are available at several  
locations, including the White River Museum and 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

Historic Meeker Walking Tour
The Rio Blanco County Histroical Society invites 
you to take a walk through history in downtown 
Meeker. 

Meeker has a rich and storied past. In fact, Kent 
Sanderson, the western silent film star known as 
Buddy Roosevelt, said “Meeker’s history would 
make a good western movie as any I have ever 
seen.” 

It began as a military encampment set up after 
conflicts with the White River Ute Tribe, who were 
removed to a reservation in Utah shortly  
thereafter.  When the military moved out and 

auctioned off the buildings, a tiny town was born.  
Pioneers from all over the country and overseas 
were drawn to this area to homestead, ranch and 
start businesses.  Through hard work and  
perseverance, these remarkable people prospered 
and grew their settlement into a busy town. 

In this self-guided tour, you will see many of their 
homes and businesses and read about their lives. 

The Historic Meeker Walking Tour 
Guide is available for $3 at the White  
River Museum

Want more information on the rural 
schools of Rio Blanco County, visit
www.rioblancocounty.org/rural-schools/

Get Connected
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Events
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Meekerpalooza 

Meekerpalooza is Meeker’s newest event presented by 
the Meeker Arts and Cultural Council. A sunny Saturday 
in June will be fun for the whole family as  
Meekerpalooza will showcase all aspects of dance, 
singing, music, visual and culinary arts.  Events include 
an Arts & Crafts Fair, live music performances, workshops 
& demonstrations, interactive kid art zone and Taste of 
Meeker. The ERBM Recreation and Parks District also 
hosts a running race and Metal Art Competition at 
Meekerpalooza. For more information and schedule. 

Plein Air Art Competition
En Plein Air is a French expression which means “in 
the open air” and is used to describe the act of 
painting outdoors. Working in natural light to  
complete a painting on location will inspire many 
artists to visit Meeker and capture our scenic  
beauty. The Annual Plein Air Art Competition is 
hosted by the Meeker Chamber of Commerce. The 
paint out is during the last two weeks of June, with 
the show and silent auction during the Range Call 
Fourth of July celebration. View and bid on the 
impressive collection of art inspired by the town of 
Meeker and surrounding areas. For more  
information and registration forms, visit  
www.meekerchamber.com. 

Website: www.meekerpalooza.com 
Facebook: Meeker Arts & Cultural Council

Get Connected

Arts & Music Festival
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Range Call - “The Oldest Annual Rodeo in Colorado”

Website: www.meekerrangecall.com
Facebook: Meeker Range Call 

Since 1938, the small town of Meeker, Colorado 
has celebrated our western heritage with its annual 
Range Call festival. The first rodeo held in Meeker 
was in 1885 during the town’s Fourth of July  
celebration, and has continued every year since, 
making Range Call the “oldest annual rodeo in 
Colorado”. Some of the annual event highlights 
include: 

Range Call Rodeo 
Each year during Range Call, a Colorado  
Professional Rodeo Association (CPRA)  
performance is held, along with a local “Ranch 
Rodeo”. The CPRA rodeos consist of nine events 
which draw up to three-hundred contestants from 
Colorado and neighboring states. Rodeo events 
include; Bareback Bronc riding, Saddle Bronc 
Riding, Bull Riding, Steer Wrestling, Tie-down 
Roping, Breakaway Roping, Mixed Team Roping, 
Team Roping, and Ladies Barrel Racing. 

Range Call Concert 
Each year Range Call brings in foot-stomping 
bands for outdoor concert fun that will keep you 
moving. 

Parade and Fireworks 
For the small town of 
Meeker, the Fourth of 
July parade is a  
spectacular patriotic 
community “celebration! 
After the parade there 
are many fun family 
events downtown. The 
day ends with the best 
fireworks display on the 
western slope of Colorado. 

The Meeker Massacre Pageant 
Experience the thrill of watching history unfold at 
this outdoor venue starring local Meeker residents 
(and their horses) as they depict the events that 
played out during the Ute uprising against Nathan 
C. Meeker in 1879. 

Meeker Bank Robbery Reenactment 
One of the most dramatic events ever to occur in 
Northwestern Colorado was the attempted 
robbery of the J.W. Hugus & Co. which occurred 
on Tuesday, October 13, 1896. For a few hectic 
moments, bullets flew thick and fast in this pioneer 
town. When the fight was over, several Meeker 
citizens were nursing wounds, and the three bank 
robbers were dead. This event is reenacted by 
local citizens downtown, after the parade. 

Complementing these action filed events are a 
variety of other events which have included 
outdoor concerts, barn dance, community  
bar-b-que, vendor booths, 5k walk / run race, 
and pancake breakfast. 

Get Connected
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SeptemberFest
In Rangely we create our own fun and thus  
SeptemberFest was born.  It is the largest annual 
festival-like gathering in Rangely with plenty of 
activities for enjoyment. 

The four-day event starts with activities on the 
Friday before Labor Day with the Rock’n’Bull 
Rodeo with professional bull riders— which as 
become a highlight of Septemberfest and is 
enjoyed by all ages. 

Saturday morning starts with the annual 5K race, 
Fast, Flat and Free followed by the Blue Mountain 
Half Marathon. Out at Cedar Ridges Golf Course 
is the Dotson Memorial Scramble, or there is the 
Wagon Wheel Ride OHV. Activities in Elks park 
are sponsored by the Western Rio Blanco  
Recreation and Park District. 

On Sunday the homemade ice cream contest and 
Ice Cream Social at the Rangely Outdoor Museum 
is open to all. Enjoy some great food at the Chili 
Cook-off in Elks Park where one can sample a 
variety of flavors. The annual cribbage tournament 
attracts young and old competitors at the Elks 

Lodge. The Muddy Dip’n’Dash is good clean fun 
in the mud.  

Labor Day morning is a traffic stopping  
extravaganza of a parade. After the morning 
parade down main street, the classic and otherwise 
notable cars can be seen up close in the Elks park 
along with a variety of craft fair vendors,  
inflatable activities for all ages, live entertainment, 
and a fantastic barbeque lunch. There is also a 
fundraiser duck race sponsored by the high school. 

We invite you to join us!  Contact the Recreation 
Center for schedule of activities 970-675-8211.  

Get Connected
Website: www.westernrioblanco.org
Facebook: Rangely Rec 
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Meeker Sheepdog Trials
The Meeker Classic Sheepdog Championship Trials 
offers five days of sheepdog herding competition 
for a purse of over $20,000. Held annually on 
the Wednesday through Sunday following Labor 
Day, th is  Uni ted States Border 
Collie Handler’s Association (USBCHA) sanctioned 
event is sure to thrill the entire family. Handlers 
and dogs encounter unforgiving turf, high-altitude 
and sheep fresh off of the range, as they compete 
for top honors in this world renowned competition. 
The event is open to at least 130 international 
Border Collie and handler teams to take their 
chance against the renowned “Meeker Sheep.” 

The event is held in a local pasture, named Ute 
Park, on the west side of Meeker. Seasoned trial 
spectators bring lawn chairs, due to limited  
bleacher seating, along with binoculars and 
weather protection for a variety of Colorado 
weather.  A free shuttle is available to take  
spectators to the trials site from various locations 
in Meeker. 

Not only do spectators get to watch the most 
challenging and thrilling sheepdog competition, 
but there are also a variety of vendor booths 
offering Meeker Classic Souvenirs, sheep memo-
rabilia, regional pottery & art, classic western 
food, Border Collie collectibles and so much more.  

Throughout the trials, spectators can also take 
advantage of free seminars and demonstrations 
including pottery, painting, saddlemaking,  
leatherwork, knitting, therapy dogs, and spinning. 
Educational programs and displays touch on the 
topics of cooking lamb, training border collies, 
working wool, and much more.   Agility & Flyball 
demonstrations will excite the entire family with 
this fast sport.   

The Meeker Classic Sheepdog International Art 
Contest is a favorite among Meeker locals,  
spectators and handlers.  The Art Contest is open 
daily throughout the duration of the trials at the 
historic Wilbur Barn also located at Ute Park.  
Additionally, the Meeker Classic Sheepdog Trials 
will be hosting a Lamb Cook-Off in conjunction 
with the Art Reception on Thursday of the trials.   

Please remember to leave your pets at home. 
Plan your visit early, accommodations fill up 
quickly.    

Get Connected
Website: www.meekersheepdog.com
Facebook: Meeker Classic Sheepdog Trials
Instagram: meekersheepdog 
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Top Tourism Events in
M Family Ice Fishing Derby

M I Ride with James Poker/Fun Snowmobile Ride
R Spartan Times Wild Game Dinner

M White River Rumble Snowmobile Race

For a complete listing of community events, fundraisers and 
dinners Northwest Colorado please visit:

IN MEEKER 
Meeker Chamber of Commerce 
 www.meekerchamber.com or (970) 878-5510 
ERBM Recreation & Parks District 
 www.meekerrecdistrict.com or (970) 878-3403 

IN RANGELY
Rangely Chamber of Commerce 
 www.rangelychamber.com or (970) 675-5290 
WRBM Recreation & Parks District
 www.westernrioblanco.org or (970)675-8211

More Events in Northwest Colorado

Late Winter: January - March

M Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation Dinner
R Spartan Showdown Rodeo 

M After Birth Ball
R CNCC Fly-In and Barbeque

M Meekerpalooza, Art & Music Festival
R Fishing Derby 

R Cedar Ridges Golf Course Tournaments
M Summer Entertainment Series

M Meeker Golf Course Tournaments

Spring: April - June
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Northwest Colorado
M Range Call July 4th Celebration  

R 4th of July: Color Run, Night Golf Tournament & Rib Cook-Off
M July 4th Plein Air Art Competition  
M Wagon Wheel OHV Rendevous

M Rio Blanco County Fair 
R Cedar Ridges Golf Courses Tournaments

M Summer Entertainment Series/Movie Under the Stars
M R Big Game Archery Hunting Season

R  Kids Canival Sponsored by Rangely Library
M Meeker Classic Sheepdog Trials 

R Septemberfest & Blue Mountain Half Marathon 
M R Big Game Muzzleloader Hunting Season 

R Rangely Rock’n’Bull Rodeo
R Rangely OHV Adventure Rally

Summer: July - September

R Night at Hogwarts
M R First & Second Big Game Rifle Hunting Seasons
M R Third & Fouth Big Game Rifle Hunting Season

M Annual Craft Fair
R Polar Blunge

R ESA Holiday Bazaar
M Festival of Lights and Parade of Light

R Christmasfest and Parade of Lights
M R Cow Elk Late Hunting Season

Fall/Winter: October - December
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Outdoor Recreation
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Northwest Colorado Golf Courses
For golfers it doesn’t matter which end of Rio Blanco County you’re in, there’s a fun, but challenging 
course just waiting for you to tee off. These 9-hole public courses are unique in their design, but both 
are ideal venues for experienced golfers and beginners alike. 

Nestled above 6,200 feet and surrounded 
by rolling hills and streams, the Meeker Golf 
Course, opened in 1969, features 2,744 
yards of golf from the longest tees for a par 
68. The course features three sets of tees 
for different skills levels. Amenities include 
a pro shop, clubhouse with a full serivce bar, 
putting green, driving range and rentals of 
gas-powered carts, pull carts and clubs. 
Meeker Golf Course offers several  
tournament opportunities throughout the 
spring and summer. Meeker Golf Course is 
located at 903 County Road 13. For hours 
of operation and more, call (970) 878-5642. 

Meeker Golf Course

Located about two  miles east of Rangely on Highway 
64, Cedar Ridges Golf Course is a par-72 course. 
Cedar Ridges, which opened for play in 1985, offers 
a little bit of everything: rolling swells, large rolling 
greens, sand traps, tress and level areas. It plays a 
short but challenging 3,443 yards from the  
championship gold tees, 3,140 from the blue and 
3,080 from the white.  Cedar Ridges offers a pro 
shop, snack bar, a practice putting, a chipping green 
and driving range.  Golfers can walk or rent a 
gas-powered cart.  The pro shop also offers rental 
clubs and pull carts. Several tournaments are hosted 
annually and golfers can get more information by 
calling the pro shop at (970) 675-8403 or the Western 
Rio Blanco Recreation and Parks Center at (970) 675-
8211 or online at www.westernrioblanco.org.  

Cedar Ridges Golf Course
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Eastern Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation & Park District
The Eastern Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation 
& Park District has provided indoor and outdoor 
Recreation, arts and culture to the residents and 
visitors of Eastern Rio Blanco County for over 35 
years. For more information about the ERBM  
Recreation & Park District, contact them at (970) 
878-3403 or visit their website at www.Meeker-
RecDistrict.com 

Meeker Recreation Center 
This amazing 25,000 square foot facility features 
a family aquatic center with a lap pool, leisure 
pool, zero depth entry, water slide, lazy river and 
hot tub. The facility also offers a modern fitness 
and exercise room with state-of-the-art cardio 
and strength equipment, a multi-purpose room for 
meetings and Educational classes, along with a 
lounge area. 

Parks, Parks and More Parks 
The ERBM Recreation & Park District oversees and 
maintains all of the parks in the town of Meeker. 
Each park offers a variety of family friendly 
equipment to increase the outdoor fun for kids of 
all ages. In town, fishing is accessible from Circle 
Park. Fifty-seven acres of open space known as 
the Phillip & Dorcas Jensen Memorial Park, has a 
set of groomed hiking and mountain biking trails 
for all skill levels. This open space also offers 
ample opportunity to view local wildlife.  

Entertainment Series 
The ERBM Recreation & Park District provides 
premier events in Meeker! In the summer the  
District brings a diversity of music to the Downtown 
Plaza. During the cold winter months, a variety 
of events are provided inside. For more  
information about the entertainment series  
happening now, refer to the current activity  
Line-Up. 

Get Connected
Website: www.meekerrecdistrict.com
Facebook: ERBM Recreation & Park 
District 
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The WRBM Recreation and Park District currently 
encompasses approximately 1,275 square miles 
in the Western half of Rio Blanco County, serving 
the town of Rangely and surrounding rural areas.  
The recreation district offers a wide variety of 
wonderful amenities. 

Recreation Center 
Located at 611 South Stanolind Avenue, the newly 
renovated recreation center has a new pool, spa 
and waterslide.  The pool also serves as a  
practice pool for the Rangely Hurricanes swim 
team, and the cardio and weight room has a large 
variety of machines and free-weights.  A  
multi-purpose room, A/C room and game room 
are available to rent for an hourly rate.   

Visitors are welcomed and can also use the showers 
for a minimal fee. Racquetball is still a love in 

Rangely and has two well-maintained racquetball 
courts and hosts a tournament every year.   Lighted 
outdoor tennis and basketball courts and a lighted 
outdoor skating rink are just steps from the  
Recreations Center.  Brochures are released every 
few months with detailed programs being offered 
for people of all ages. 

Elks Park 
Elks Park is located on Stanolind, down the road 
from the Recreation Center.  The large park is full 
of lush green grass and spectacular mature trees. 
In 2007 the recreation district put in a top of the 
line playground. In 2011 the park was renovated 
with new restrooms, pavilions and ball fields.  This 
renovation made this park suitable for events of 
all types, from the smallest picnics to the largest 
weddings. Also at the park are two completely 
remodeled regulation size ball fields.   

Western Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation & Park District

Get Connected
Website: www.westernrioblanco.org
Facebook: RangelyRec
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Wagon Wheel OHV Trails
Looking to get off the beaten path, Meeker and 
Rangely offer hundreds of prime miles for  
off-highway vehicles (OHV), from motorcycles and 
jeeps to quads and trucks.  

Whether you’re interested in joining a rendezvous 
or exploring the backcountry on your own, Rio 
Blanco County offers major riding locations in and 
around Meeker and Rangely, ranging from expert 
to beginner trails.  

Ride the Flat Tops Trail Scenic Byway (County 
Road 8) to access the Wagon Wheel OHV Trail 
system, which offers about 250 miles of trails 
through the White River National Forest with 16 
interconnecting loops. Additionally, there are many 
trailheads that are accessible directly from town. 

If an organized event is more your pace be sure 
to look into the Wagon Wheel Rendezvous in 
Meeker and the Adventure Rally in Rangely. More 
information about these events in on the following 
page.  If you’re an avid motorcyclist, this is a great 
opportunity to meet fellow enthusiasts, explore 
amazing terrain and venture into the great  
outdoors. All OHV vehicles and motorcycles must 
be registered with Colorado Parks and Wildlife, 
the Meeker office is located at 73485  
Highway 64. 

»Wear safety gear including: helmets, eye pro-
tection, pants, long sleeve shirts, and appropriate 
shoes
» Always pack plenty of water
» Let a third party know where you are riding and 
when you should arrive back  
» Observe OHV laws and regulations

Ride Smart, Ride Safely

Get Connected
Website: www.wagonwheeltrails.org
Facebook: WagonWheelOHVClub
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Wagon Wheel OHV Rendezvous
Ride the Wagon Wheel Trails at the annual Wagon Wheel OHV 
Rendezvous in July. The “base camp” for the event is held at the 
Rio Blanco County Fairgrounds, where each morning begins with 
breakfast, a social riders meeting and review of trail riding 
opportunities. Community events during the event include the 
Meet ‘n Greet,  Friday BBQ with live music and the Saturday 
OHV Rodeo. 

The Meeker Chamber of Commerce, Rio Blanco County, and 
The Wagon Wheel OHV Club work together to organize 
this great event showcasing the  Wagon Wheel OHV Trail 
System. Riders from across the Western US will be riding 
the trails and spending time in Meeker. If you would like to 
get more information on this event, or the Wagon Wheel 
Trail System, contact the Meeker Chamber of Commerce. 
Visit www.wagonwheeltrails.org for more information. 

OHV Adventure Rally
Want more OHV riding opportunities while in Rio Blanco County? 
Enjoy the Wagon Wheel Trails in Rangely during the Rangely 
OHV Adventure Rally held during SeptemberFest (see page 
20). Rio Blanco County, the Rangely Chamber of Commerce, 
Western Rio Blanco Metropolitan Recreation & Park District, 
and local members of the Wagon Wheel OHV Club work  
together to make this event enjoyable for visitors and locals 
alike, drawing riders from Colorado and Utah to take  
advantage of this OHV friendly community.  If there is not an 

event scheduled 
during your visit, 
enjoy exploring the hundreds of miles of roads and 
trails in western Rio Blanco County and remember to 
be a responsible user of our public lands. 

Visit the Rangely Chamber of Commerce website  
www.rangelychamber.com or the Western Rio  
Blanco Recreation and Parks website  
www.westernrioblanco.org. 



Meeker Chamber of Commerce | 710 Market St. | (970) 878-5510 | www.meekerchamber.com~30~

Kenney Reservoir is located five miles east of 
Rangely on Highway 64. The lake contains about 
13,800 acre-feet of water, allowing plenty of 
room for water sports and fishing alike. 

Built in 1984 and managed by the Rio Blanco 
Water Conservancy District, the lake sits on the 
White River with the wetlands area at the tail 
water of the lake providing cover and food for 
waterfowl, bald eagles, osprey, blue heron, mule 
deer, elk and beaver. If you want to fish, 5,000 
rainbow trout are stocked into the lake each spring, 
with crappie, rainbow trout and channel catfish. 
Rangely residents enjoy fishing at the reservoir, 
with some of the best fishing right below the dam, 
where you might also catch a Whitefish or one of 
Colorado’s endangered native river fish, the Pike 
minnow. If you catch one of these, you must return 
it to the river immediately and safely.  

The reservoir offers plenty of campsite for tents 
and campers, and the south side of the lake  
contains two swim areas and docks that are seldom 
crowded. Bathroom facilities are available along 
with covered picnic tables surrounded by shade 
trees and grass. Parking facilities and campsites 

are open from early April until the lake begins to 
freeze, sometime in November. 

Lake Avery is a reservoir located about 15 miles 
east Meeker. Whether you’re fly fishing, spinning 
or bait casting, your chances of getting a bite 
here are good. Fishermen will find a variety of 
fish, including rainbow trout. So, grab your  
favorite fly fishing rod and reel and head out to 
Lake Avery.  

Located less than 20 miles west of meeker and 
approximately 40 miles east of Rangely, Rio 
Blanco Lake State Wildlife Area offers bass 
fishing, Northern Pike, Bluegill, catfish, crappie, 
and brown and rainbow trout. This area is well 
known for watching water birds and shorebirds, 
and is definitely worth a visit during the spring 
and fall. The best area for shorebirds is along the 
north shore when water is low, especially in the 
northeastern corner, where there is also a small 
marshy area. Several species of finches,  
flycatchers, and warblers may be found in the 
cottonwoods and shrubs between the lake and 
the river, and Great Blue Herons nest in the  
cottonwoods east of the lake. While driving to or 
from the lake, keep an eye out for Bald Eagles 
and Sandhill Cranes, especially during the spring 
and fall.  

Water Activities

You must have a valid Colorado fishing 
license to fish lakes, rivers or ponds in 
Colorado.
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For a rockin’ good time, visit Colorado’s only  
designated natural rock crawling park.  

Located just a few miles southwest of Rangely, there are 
more than 560 acres of natural terrain designated by the 
Bureau of Land Management as a four-wheel drive park. 
The park consists of one main trail with the park divided 
up into four sections, with trails ranging from easy to extreme. 

One of the largest areas in the nation to climb, many of 
the trails are still waiting to be discovered. Rock crawling 

and four-wheel drive enthusiasts can tackle trails such as 
the Megasaurus, Chain Break, Poison Ivy and Willy’s Way. 
Entrance is free. 

Want to get out in the wild? Rangley has miles of  
mountain biking trails for both slick rock and trail riding,  
A scenic by-way biking route could be from Rangely all the 
way to Harper’s Corner in Dinosaur National  
Monumnet. Maps are avaliable at the Rangely Chamber 
of Commerce or the Rangely Outdoor Museum.  

Rock Crawling & Mountain Biking from Your Doorstep

Horseback riding is the best way to experience the 
majestic Rocky Mountains, White River National Forest 
and Flat Tops Wilderness area. Numerous trails make 
each trail ride unique. View abundant wildflowers, 
primitive lakes and lots ofwildlife, such as moose, mule 
deer, elk, coyotes or maybe even a bear. Fall trail 
rides are a favorite with the cool mountain air and 
the Aspen trees providing stunning views with their 
brilliant shades of golden yellow, orange and red 
interlaced in the evergreens. 

Dependable and sure-footed horses are available 
for rent so you can relax and enjoy a safe and  
enjoyable ride. Contact the Meeker Chamber of 
commerce for a list of horse rental opportunities. 

Horseback Riding
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Known for its spectacular beauty, the White River 
National Forest is one of the crown jewels of the 
nation’s public land system. 

With lush fields, cattle and wildlife dotting the 
landscape, wildflowers peeking out as the spring 
snow melts and fly fishermen standing in clear 
mountain streams, the White River Valley area is 
ideal for all types of outdoor recreation.  
Sun-soaked days and mild temperatures dominate 
the summer months, with an average high of 84 
degrees.   

Named for the White River that passes through 
its northern section, the 
forest offers camping, 
fishing, hiking and, of 
course, breathtaking 
scenery. There is an 
abundance  o f  
non-motorized travel  
opportunities for  
backpackers, hikers 
and horse riders. The 
USDA Forest Service, 
Blanco Ranger District, 
manages 355,000 
acres of the White 
R i v e r  F o r e s t ,  
including 135,000 acres of the 235,000 acre Flat 
Tops Wilderness area. There are 10 campgrounds 

with 170 units available within the Blanco Ranger 
District. The District also maintains 450 miles of 
trails, 100 of which are motorized, including the 
Wagon Wheel Trail, which connects public lands 
for motorized users. 

Once you are in the 
forest, there are 
limited resources, so 
plan accordingly. The 
Mountain Store at 
Trappers Lake Lodge 
offers a variety of 
camping and fishing 
supplies, field guides, 
books for the  
surrounding area,  
souvenirs, hats and 
apparel, along with 
snacks, sundries, beers 

and soft drinks. Trappers Lake Lodge also has a 
public restaurant and bar.  

HIKING/HORSEBACK RIDING: There are some 
wonderful riding trails with varying levels of  
difficulty and distance. Stop by the Meeker 
Chamber of Commerce for a trail map. For  
horseback riding and rentals, see the business 
directory listing. 

CAMPING: There are many developed facilities 
in the White River National Forest, including family 
and group campgrounds and picnic areas. Be sure 

White River National Forest
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Whether hiking, biking or trail running there are plenty of trails in the area and plenty to 
see along the way. 

The Phillip and Dorcas Jensen Memorial Park at the north 
end of Meeker offers mountain biking and hiking trails,  
including a mountain bike flow course. Located in the China 
Wall area, the course is 57 acres of rugged open space, with 
trails for all skill levels, it is also a favorite among trail runners. 
It is non-motorized and 
non-equestrian. The main  
trailhead access is from  
Sanderson Hills Park.  A pedes-
trian only trailhead, with no 
parking, is at the top of 7th 
Street.  

The recently expanded trail system leads from Sanderson 
Hills Park up over China Wall to Ute Park, totaling 4.2 miles. 
Keep your eyes open to catch a glimpse of a deer, wood  
pecker or other wildlife. For a trail map, stop by the Meeker 
Recreation Center, 101 Ute Road. 

Mountain Biking & Hiking From Your Doorstep

to introduce yourself to the Camp Hosts, who are 
on site to answer any questions you may have 
about camping or the White River National Forest.  
Showers and laundry facilities are available at 
Trappers Lake Lodge for hunters, campers and 
their guests.  

SPRING CAVE: The cave is a large, not  
completely explored cave in the White River 
National Forest, located in the South Fork Valley 
of the White River, the cave contains a lake as 
well as several caverns. Spring Cave is accessed 
from the South Fork Campground. A 45-minute 
hike on the wooded switchback trail (#1834) 
leads from the campground up the slope to the 
mouth of the cave. The cave has a large opening 
but narrows with several lateral tunnels off the 
main passage. Come prepared — flashlights, 
jackets and drinking water. And, of course, prac-
tice safety. White-nose syndrome is a disease that 

is spreading and killing many hibernating bats. 
Explorers must follow important requirements to 
manage the spread of this disease to bats. Before 
planning a trip to Spring Cave, visit the Rocky 
Mountain Forest Service website (www.fs.usda.
gov) to familiarize yourself with the regulations, 
and to check to see if the cave is open.  

NEW RULES FOR CAVERS INCLUDE;
» Requested registration to access caves that are 
open.  
» Required decontamination of gear and clothes 
before and after entering open caves. 
» Prohibition of the use of gear that has been 
used in caves or mines in States and Canadian 
Provinces where White-Noise Syndrome has been 
found or suspected. 
» Closure of all known bat hibernation caves 
during the winter hibernation season. 
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If you’re a hunter, you know about Rio Blanco 
County and Northwest Colorado. And if you don’t, 
you should. Because the area offers some of the 
best hunting in the world.  

The region attracts about 28,000 hunters  
annually. Licenses for deer and elk must be applied 
for and drawn … for the lucky hunters.  

With elevations 
ranging from 
6,000 feet to 
w i l d e r n e s s 
peaks above 
12,000, the 
beautiful White 
R i v e r 
Valley is home to 
the largest elk 
herds in North 
America, along 
with mule deer, 

antelope, black bear, mountain lion, coyote,  
pronghorn, turkey and dove. Hunters who are 
patient and willing to hike into rough terrain just 
might be rewarded with a nice trophy buck or a 
good-sized bull.  

High-country lakes, miles and miles of scenic  
wilderness trails, breathtaking beauty and  
abundant wildlife, Rio Blanco County comprises 
3,228 square miles, 75 percent which is public 
land, giving hunters plenty of public hunting ground 
to find their prize. We have more than 30 guides 
and outfitters, as well as opportunity for private 
land hunting and some of the best guided hunts 
you will find anywhere. 

When in town, hunters can relax and take  
advantage of local restaurants and gift shops 
while enjoying some old-fashioned hospitality. The 
Chambers of Commerce in Meeker and Rangely 
have an abundance of vital information for hunters, 
including maps, lodging, dining and processing 
plants. 

Hunting in Northwest Colorado
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Fishing in Northwest Colorado
Heavy annual snowfall feeds the cool fresh  
mountain streams which run into the White River 
from high mountain lakes, providing sustainable 
habitat for some of the largest trout in Colorado. 
The White River itself, considered to be one of 
the “best kept secrets” by many Colorado  
fishermen, is home to four species of trout: rainbow, 
brown, brook and cutthroat, as well as whitefish. 
The crystal clear waters offer opportunities for 
everyone from seasoned anglers to families. 
Anglers can take advantage of several public 
access fishing areas with in a couple miles of town 
(stop by the local chamber for more information), 
and the public lands outside of town offer a variety 
of fishable waters. 

In addition to quality river waters, the county offers 
sport fishing for crappie, blue gill and sunfish at 
Kenney Reservoir. In Rangely, the kids’ pond next 

to the camper park is stocked with trout. Halfway 
between Meeker and Rangely, Rio Blanco Lake 
offers bass and Northern Pike to the angler, 

Meeker and Rangely are great places to spend 
a couple days fishing, so stay overnight to explore 
the towns , enjoy our restaurants and stock up on 
all your fishing supplies and licenses. 

Flyfishings Dirty Dozen
Not sure which flys to carry? Local anglers all agree on these 
twelve patterns:
- Bead Head Prince
- Pheasant Tail
- Zebra Midge
- Hare’s Ear
- Caddis Emerger

- Elk Hair Caddis
- Grasshopper
- Parachute Adams
- Bluewing Olive
- Cricket

- Black Wooly 
Bugger
- Olive Sculpin
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During the winter months in Rio Blanco County 
there is no shortage of outdoor thrills. Awe  
inspiring, breathtaking and exciting are some of 
the words that can be used to describe the array 
of activities available to winter enthusiasts.  

Both groomed and un-groomed trails await  
snowmobilers on the mountain slopes of Western 
Colorado. From steep canyons to rolling hills and 
meadows, there are 178 miles of trails in Rio 
Blanco County maintained by the White River 
Snowmobile Club with 78 of those groomed and 
100 miles left natural. 

There are also breathtaking views for  
cross-country skiers and those traveling on  
snowshoes. On the 2.2 mile Marvine snow trail, 
the trail leads to a yurt, where a propane stove, 
tables, chairs, first-aid kits and pans to heat  
water are available. The yurt is available for 
public use and is maintained by local residents.  

Driving directions to the Marvine Trail: 2 miles 
east of Meeker take County Road 12 crossing the 
bridge at Fritzlan’s. At Fritzlan’s corner, turn left 
and go approximately 3 miles toward the Marvine 
Campground. The trailhead begins where the 
snowplowing has ended. For free snowshoe  
rentals, call the Meeker Recreation Center at 
970-878-3403.  

The fish also bite during the winter months.  
Fishermen frequent Lake Avery and Rio Blanco 
Lake, drilling holes through the ice to catch a 
variety of species of trout, crappie and bluegill. 
Check with Colorado Parks and Wildlife for  
current ice conditions, ice fishing safety reminders 
and fishing licenses. 

Wintertime Activities

Safety While in the Snow
» Pile on the Layers
» Grab a Hat and Glvoes 
» Don’t Forget Sun Protection
» Stay Hydrated
» Fight Frostbite at First Sight

Ice Climbing at CNCC
CNCC offers a chance to experience the challenge 
and excitement of the sport of ice climbing. When  
weather permits, usually January to March, on 
Friday afternoons the ice climbing tower and 
equipment is available for public use. The facility 
is located on the CNCC campus, at  500 Kennedy 
Drive.  
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Meeker Youth Ice Fishing Day
Don’t know how to ice fish or have any supplies?  
Not to worry, Colorado Parks and Wildlife will be  
partnering with ERBM Recreation and Park District 
to teach people how to ice fish, provide equipment 
for the day, and give an educational presentation on 
fish and their environment.  Licenses are required for  
appropriate ages. 

The Meeker Lions Club will be cooking a free lunch! 
 
Take County Road 8 up river 22 miles.  Take a left at the 
Lake Avery sign and follow the road up to the parking 
lot. ERBM Recreation & Park District will not provide 
transportation.  
 
The event is weather dependent.  If the ice is deemed 
unsafe the event will be cancelled.

Snowmobiling
Snowmobiling in Meeker offers something to riders 
of every skill level.  There are 178 miles of trail 
in Rio Blanco County maintained by the White 
River Snowmobile Club. 78 of those miles are 
groomed while 100 miles are left natural – a 
challenge for even the best riders.  The pure 
powder snow provides all types of riders with the 
experience they’re looking for. 

While snowmobiling the area, be sure to visit 
Trappers Lake, the Flat Tops Scenic Byway, and 
Ripple Creek Pass. Ride steep canyons, rolling hills, 
and play in the open parks and meadows.  The 
scenery in winter is spectacular and less crowded 
than many other winter attractions.If you desire 
a less demanding ride, without compromising the 
adventure and awesome scenery, try riding in 
springtime.  The conditions are ideal for long rides 
to take in the views in the White River National 
Forest.  If you desire snowmobiling, Meeker has 
what you’re looking for. 

The White River Snowmobile Club organizes rides 
and events including the Annual Family Fun Day 
and  White River Rumble 70 mile race. 

Get Connected
Website: www.whiteriversnowmobile.com
Facebook: White River Snowmobile Club
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Sightseeing
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A 60-foot water tank — built for a railroad that 
never came — is now a place where beautiful 
music is made. And heard.  

With acoustics and reverberations said to rival 
that of the Taj Mahal or St. Paul’s Cathedral, The 
Tank was discovered by composer and sound artist 
Bruce Odland in 1976 and was used for decades 
as an underground studio by musicians and  
recording artists from around the country.  

The historic steam-era Rio Grande Railroad water 
tank stood empty on a shale hillside just outside 
of Rangely for years. Now it has been transformed 
into one of the world’s most beautiful sounding 
spaces and as an International Center for Sonic 
Arts. 

After two Kickstarter campaigns and three years 
of work by local and national volunteers and 
sound lovers from around the world — Friends of 

the Tank —this one-of-a-kind acoustical gem is 
open for business. It is a place where music will 
be recorded, artists from around the world will 
come for residencies to make sound art and music. 
Acousticians will do research, concerts and festivals 
will take place, schoolchildren will learn about 
listening, sound and acoustics, and area college 
students will study the art of recording and  
producing.  

Explore the marvelous acoustics and experience 
sound as you have never heard it before. The Tank 
is open Saturdays from July through October from 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. and 6 to 9 p.m. Bring an  
instrument, bring your voice, play our Tank  
instruments, or just bring your ears and listen.  

Entry is free, but donations are welcome. No  
reservations are required. The Tank is located at 
233 County Road 46.  

The Tank - A Sonic Wonder

Website: www.tanksounds.org
Facebook: TankSounds

Get Connected
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This is one detour you will be glad you took. 

Colorado is home to 26 scenic and historic byways, 
and Flat Tops Trail Scenic Byway is one of them.  

Connecting the towns of Meeker and Yampa, the 
Flat Tops Trail Scenic Byway opens up access to 
the Flat Tops Wilderness and more than 350,000 
acres of public land. The Flat Tops Wilderness 
offers an excellent opportunity to witness nature 
in its purest, most undisturbed state.  

Visitors to the wilderness can embark on hiking or 
horseback riding trips, with outstanding hunting 
and fishing access available throughout the area. 
The Byway also offers plenty of opportunity for 
more leisurely activities and just enjoying soaking 
up the amazing surroundings. During the winter 
months, snowmobile riders and cross-country skiers 
have access to groomed trails and plenty of 
powder.  

Pull over on the 10,343-foot Ripple Creek Pass 
for a beautiful view of the White River Valley 
and the forested Flat Tops Wilderness Area. The 
Byway is 82 miles (40 of which are unpaved, but 
still accessible) and will take about two and half 
hours to drive. Be sure to gas up in either Meeker 
or Yampa, as there are no services in between. 
Make another detour off the byway at Forest 

Road 205 and eight miles later you will arrive at 
the spectacular Trappers Lake, birthplace of the 
Wilderness Act. 

The Flat Tops Scenic Byway is closed in the winter 
on the west side at approximately mile marker 
31. There is a parking lot located at the closure 

for winter enthusiasts who are engaged in  
snowshoeing and snowmobiling. For additional 
information about the Flat Tops Wilderness trails 
or a map of the area, contact the Meeker Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Flat Tops Trail Scenic Byway & Trappers Lake

The Big Fish and Lost Lakes Fires in 2002 
are responsible for scorching  over 22,000 
acres of land in the Flat Tops Wilder-
ness following a lightning strike.  While  
reminants of the fire remain, today 
new life has returned to Trappers Lake,  
including the state’s largest population of 
Colorado River Cutthroat Trout.  For many 
Trappers Lake has remained what Arthur 
Carhart invisioned for it 1919; nature that 
can enjoyed by all in its purest state.

“Cradle of Wilderness”
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Dinosaur National Monument was created in 1915 
to preserve one of the world’s largest discoveries 
of Jurassic-age dinosaur fossils.  The monument 
was enlarged to just over 210,000 acres in 1938 
to include and protect canyons of the Green and 
Yampa Rivers.   

Rangely is only 20 miles from the Canyon Area 
Visitor Center of Dinosaur National Monument, 
located in Colorado and 60 miles from historic 
Echo Park, where majestic Steamboat Rock towers 
over the confluence of the Yampa and Green 
Rivers.  World-class geology, white water rafting 
wildlife watching, camping and hiking are a few 
of the many opportunities available in remote 
and primitive Dinosaur National Monument.  There 
are no dinosaur bones on display in the Visitor 
Center or at any locations on the Colorado side 
of Dinosaur National Monument. Rangely is 55 
miles from the world-famous Carnegie Dinosaur 
Quarry, located at the Utah entrance of the  

monument.  The fossils in Dinosaur National  
Monument represent only 10% of the many  
dinosaur species that existed on earth some 160 
million years ago.   

Rangely is also on the Dinosaur Diamond  
National Scenic Byway.  The 512-mile “Diamond 
in the Rough” loop encompasses parts of Western 
Colorado and Eastern Utah. Views of prehistoric 
plateaus, dinosaur quarries, petroglyphs and  
pictographs can be found in several places along 
the byway in Western Colorado and Eastern Utah.  

Travelers may access both the canyon areas of 
Dinosaur, Colorado and the quarry area near 
Jensen, Utah as well as Arches National Park near 
Moab, Utah. The Dinosaur Diamond National 
Scenic Byway also goes through Colorado  
National Monument near Fruita, Colorado. 

Gateway to the Dinosaur National Monument

Website: www.nps.gov/dino/index
Facebook: DinosaurNPS

Get Connected
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Rangely’s historic past communicates with the 
present through rock art dating back hundreds of 
years. 

Located just east of 
Rangely, Canyon Pintado 
(“Painted Canyon”)  
includes 16 designated 
rock art sites that are 
mapped and marked 
with signs at each  
trailhead and several of 
the sites have graveled 
trails. The complete  
automobile tour of 
Canyon Pintado can be 
completed in about an 
hour. Each rock art site is designated with a brown 
sign located along the road. The sign doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’ve arrived at the actual site; 
in some cases, you will have to walk or drive a 
short distance off the road into the backcountry.   

Thanks to the efforts of the Town of Rangely and 
the Bureau of Land Management, the area was 
designated as Canyon Pintado National Historic 

District and was designed 
to protect the fragile rock 
art as well as introduce 
visitors to the history and 
culture of  Native  
Americans who were the 
original inhabitants of the 
area. The rock art in the 
Rangely area dates back 
from approximately 1200 
to 1881 A.D. 

The Canyon Pintado area 
was occupied by  

prehistoric people for as long as 11,000 years 
and was visited repeatedly by a variety of cultures 
throughout its long history. One group that left a 

Rock Art

Please be respectful of the existing Rock 
Art and leave it for future generations to 
enjoy.
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visible mark on the Canyon was the Fremont culture 
or people. The Canyon provides the largest  
concentration of Fremont archaeological sites 
along the Dinosaur Diamond. The more than 50 
archaeological sites in the Canyon Pintado District 
that are unmarked were the handiwork of  
Fremont-age peoples. The Fremont culture created 
the artwork with their own distinctive art style. The 
sites feature petroglyphs and pictographs on the 
sandstone walls that were left by Fremont and 
Ute civilizations long before Europeans explored 
the West. Rock art sites in the area consist of either 
Fremont or Uteworks and many sites have both. 

Rock art was applied to the stone in two ways. A 
petroglyph is a drawing that has been “pecked,” 
or rubbed into the rock. The artist pecked an 
image by repeatedly tapping on the rock surface 
with the plants or minerals. In rare cases, early 
artists would use both methods for a single image. 
Rock art is a fragile and unique vestige of our 
Native American heritage, so please treat the 
area with respect and do not walk on boulders 
with rock art or dislodge any rocks from canyon 
walls. Enjoy rock art by viewing, photographing 
or sketching only.  

Tracing, touching or taking molds are techniques 
that can be harmful to the rock art. These priceless 
and fragile resources are entrusted, temporarily, 
into our care. It is vital these images are preserved 
for future generations to enjoy and appreciate. 

- Mellen Hill Site
- Resevoir Site
- Ute Horse Site
- Keely’s Homestead
- Camel Ridge Site
- Lookout Point Site
- Hoo Doo Site
- East Fourmile Site
- State Bridge Site

- Cow Canyon Site
- White Birds Site
- Kokopelli Site
- Waving Hands Site
- Shield Site
- Fremont Ridge Site
- Crook’s Brand Site
- Carrot Man Site

Rock Sites of Rangely

Stop by the Rangely Chamber of Commerce 
for more information and maps of Rangely’s 
Notable Rock Art Sites.
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In the spirit of the historic west, there are bands 
of wild horses that roam the area. 

About 165 wild horses call the area just east 
southeast of Rangely home. Set out for a day trip 
to the Piceance Creek 
Basin, about 25 miles west 
of Meeker, to sight-see and 
photograph a band of wild 
horses. The best chance to 
see the wild horses is in the 
spring at 84 Mesa and 
along Yellow Creek; during 
the summer months the herd 
will migrate to higher  
elevations. During the winter, herds will concentrate 
on the ridges and southern-exposed slopes.  

In 1971, Congress passed the Wild Free Roaming 
Horse and Burro Act to protect, manage and 
control wild horses and burros on public lands, 
declaring “… wild free roaming horses and burros 
are living symbols of the historic and pioneer spirit 
of the west; that they contribute to the diversity 
of life forms within the nation and enrich the lives 
of the American people …” 

Although all the wild stock in the Piceance/Douglas 
Creek area are considered to be a single “herd,” 
the wild horses actually are widely dispersed in 
groups, called “bands.” A band usually consists 
of one mature stallion, all the breeding mares he 
can gather up and defend from challengers, and 
the immature male and female offspring of his 
mares. 

No one knows for certain when wild horses first 
established themselves in the area. Most of the 
horses that Native Americans used in this part of 
North America came from stock that ran away 
from Spanish explorers to the south, and French 
explorers and trappers to the north. The Ute  

obtained horses in the late 1600s, and by the 
time Dominguez and Escalante passed through 
the Rangely area in 1776, horses were an  
established part of the Ute culture. 

As early as 1882, settlers  
crossing this region recorded 
seeing wild horses. The wild horse 
population increased in the 
1930s as the Depression forced 
ranchers and farmers to release 
their domestic horses. Today’s 
horses are a cross of Arabians, 
thoroughbreds, draft horses and 
other breeds. Just remember, 

being able to see the wild horses is never a  
guarantee since they are free to be wild and 
roam as they please.  

Private land owners make it possible for you to 
enjoy these wild horses by allowing the horses 
access to water and forage on their land. Without 
this cooperation, the herds would roam across vast 
expanses of the remote and distant wild lands in 
this part of the state, and would rarely be seen. 

Use a “good neighbor policy” and leave gates 
as you find them, watch for signs and fences  
signaling private property, and be aware of your 
impact on the environment and be respectful of 
wildlife, including the wild horses. 

Wild Horses of Sand Wash Basin
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Dine, Shop & Stay
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Small Town Big Style

A hidden gem - discover the Upstairs Gallery 
in the historical Hugus Building in downtown 

Meeker. Come browse and shop for fine arts and 
crafts from the Meeker area. 

592 Main St. #11, Downtown Meeker

Upstairs Gallery

You’ll regret not stopping!
Farmhouse Style Decor, Colorado  
Candies, and Unique Gifts for  
everyone!
275 6th Street, Downtown Meeker

Country Raised

Meeker is the perfect place to find something out of the ordinary, wether you are 
looking for a gift for the person who has everything, a treasured keepsake, or a 
special treat for yourself.  Meeker is home to unquie boutique style stores and 

artisan galleries typically seen in ski towns and top tourist destinations. You’ll be 
proud to show off your treasures, exclaiming “I got this in Meeker!”
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Wendll’s
An extraordinary, unusual and slightly  

outragous coffee shop, eatery and gift shop.   
206 Market Street, Meeker

Blanco Cellars
Blanco Cellars is the hippest, brick 

walled, small batch, artisan wine, craft 
spirits, specialty beer, Ginjo sake & 
cider shop in Colorado’s True West.

645 Main Street,  MeekerAt Wyatt’s Sports Center you will find 
“small town friendly service with big store 
discount prices.” They specialize in  
hunting, fishing, and camping supplies 
with a large selection of souvenir items
223 8th St., Meeker

Wyatt’s Sports Center
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Come check out our selection of Colorado 
wines and brews.  Special orders always 

welcome. Great selection & low prices.
Beer, Wine, Mixers, Ice

  719 E. Main St., Rangely

Rangely Liquors

Whether you are looking for home decor,  
accessories, Bronco’s gear or a sharp hunting 
knife, we have gifts for everyone.
713 E. Main St., Rangely

Sweet Briar
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Over 350,000 quality auto parts, as well as 
quality tools and accessories are available. 
Great service and timely delivery.    
214 E. Main St., Rangely

NAPA Auto Parts

Conoco
Rangely’s one stop shop for all 

your automotive needs since 1947.
102 E. Main St., Rangely

Whether you are looking for that perfect gift, a traveling momento, some 
last minute hunting gear, or just to stock-up on supplies, the businesses of 
Rangely can help. Enjoy a hearty meal at a locally owned restaurant and a 

cozy bed or camper spot.

Something for Everyone!
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Experience “Old Fashioned Soda  
Fountain” treats like hand scooped ice 

cream, floats, shakes, Italian Sodas and 
specialty coffees.

315 6th Street, Downtown Meeker

Meeker Drugs

With the original brick walls and hard 
wood floors, the Cafe currently is a local 
favorite serving breakfast, lunch and  
dinner. The Meeker Cafe is Voted “Best in 
the West Cafe” by True West Magazine.
560 Main St., Downtown Meeker

Meeker Cafe

Ma Famiglia Restaurant is a family 
owned Italian restaurant that has been 
in business since 2005. We have brought 
tradition back to the table and always 
give you more than you expect.
410 Market St., Meeker

Ma Famiglia 

If you want delicious Mexican food, see 
you at the Mexican House! Authentic  

dishes and drinks, full bar, happy hour, 
fiestas and excellent service.

624 Market St., Meeker

Mexican House 
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We craft our pizzas with quality  
ingredients  then bake them in a clay 
brick oven and we hand-form our  
delicious burgers.
855 E. Main Street. Rangely

Giovanni’s Italian Grill

West End Drive In
A retro feel from the decor to the  

comforting food of a diner, with  delicious 
milkshakes & soft serve ice cream.

322 W. Main St., Rangely

Largest  selection of beer, wine,  
spirits, and fine cigars.
321 E. Main St., Rangely

Pinyon Tree Liquors
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LODGING
1 Blue Spruce Inn
488 Market St. | (970) 878-0777
2 Carstens Apartments
770 Main St. | (970) 878-4754
3 Elk Mountain Inn
723 E. Market St. | (970) 878-3656
4 Jensen House
587 Park St. | (970) 878-3432
5 Meeker Hotel
560 Main St. | (970) 878-5255
6 Meeker Riverbend RV Park
910 Water St. | (970) 220-2150
7 Rustic Lodge
173 1st St. | (970) 878-3136
8 White River Inn
219 Market St. | (970) 878-5031
G US Forest Service & BLM
220 E. Market | (970) 878-4039

Lodging outside of  downtown Meeker 
Aspens 1 
465 4th St. | (970) 878-9895
Bar 7 Bed, Bath & Barn 
2162 County Road 15 | | (970) 878-5080
Bear Mountain Inn
789 8th St. | (970) 878-5482
Ducey’s White River Resort
12830 County Road 75 | (970) 878-4378
JML Outfitters
300 County Road 75 | (970) 878-4749

K-T Ranch & Fishing Lodge
4160 County Road 8 | (970) 878-4881
Merraker RV Park
31949 County Road 5 | (970) 878-5375
Miller Creek Cabins
490 County Road 57 | (970) 930-5028
Nine Mile Guest Ranch
50735 Highway 13 | (970) 878-4656
Rim Rock Campground
73179 Highway 64 | (970) 878-4486
Ripple Creek Lodge
39020 County Road 8 | (970) 878-4725
Sleepy Cat Mountain Lodging
42112 County Road 17 | (970) 878-5258
Thunderbird Lodge
40434 County Road 17 | (970) 878-7098
Trappers Lake Lodge
770 Trapper’s Lake Road
Ute Lodge
303 County Road 75 | (970) 878-4669
Villa Ranch
6561 County Road 7 | (970) 878-4138

DINING
9 Blanco Cellars
645 Main St. | (970) 779-9463
10 Chippers
285 6th St.  | (970) 878-3661
11 China Star
975 Market St. | (970) 878-3137 

Downtown Meeker
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12 Clarks
858 Market St. | (970) 878-3240 
3 Elk Mountain Cafe / Hops & Grapes Bar
723 Market St. | (970) 878-3656 
13 Holliday’s
364 7th St. | (970) 878-0900
14 Ma Famiglia
410 Market St. | (970) 878-4141
5 Meeker Café
560 Main St. | (970) 878-5062
15 Meeker Drugs Soda Fountain
315 6th St. | (970) 878-0900
16 Mexican House
624 Market St. | (970) 878-5535
17 Ol’Crow Beer & Beverage
1030 Market St. | (970) 878-5485
18 Watt’s Ranch Market
271 E. Market St. | (970) 878-5868
19 Wendll’s 
206 Market St. | (970) 878-3688

SHOPPING
20 Country Raised
275 6th St. | (970) 220-2046
20 Flora Bellas
265 6th St. | (970) 878-7960
21 Identity Graphics
640 Main St. | (970) 878-3103
15 Meeker Drugs
315 6th St. | (970) 878-0900
22 Meeker Embroidery & Spirit Shop
600 6th St. | (970) 878-3509
23 Meeker General Mercantile
990 Market St. | (970) 878-3333
24 Mustang Studio
6th & Main St. Alley | (970) 260-1855
25 Restored Grace
272 Market St. | (970) 878-9813
26 Smoking River Studio Arts
627 Main St. | (406) 690-4255
27 The Upstairs Gallery
592 Main St. #11 | (970) 878-5164
27 Turquoise Gypsy Boutique
590 Main St. | (970) 878-9898
19 Wendlls
206 Market St. | (970) 878-3688
28 Wyatt’s Sports Center
223 8th St. | (970) 878-4428

BANKS WITH ATM
29 Bank of the San Juans
504 Main St. | (970) 878-5073
30 Mountain Valley Bank
400 Main St. | (970) 878-0103

INFORMATION
A Colorado Parks & Wildlife
73485 Highway 64 | (970) 878-5240
B ERBM Recreation & Park District
101 Ute Drive | (970) 878-3403
C Meeker Chamber of Commerce
710 Market St. | (970) 878-5510
D Meeker Public Library
490 Main St. | (970) 878-4911
E Old West Heritage Culture Center
517 Park Ave. | (970) 878-9982
F Pioneers Medical Center
100 Pioneers Medical Center Dr. | (970) 878-5047
G Post Office
365 6th St. 
H US Forest Service & BLM
220 E. Market | (970) 878-4039
I White River Museum
565 Park St. | (970) 878-9982

From the North: From Craig, take State Highway 
13 south, 48 miles.  This stretch of Highway 13 is a  
winding, curving mountainous road that goes over Nine Mile 
Gap approximately 9 miles from Meeker.
From the South:  From Rifle, take State Highway 13 north, 42 
miles.  This stretch of Highway 13 is winding road that goes 
over Rio Blanco Hill with an elevation of 7,267 feet.
From the West: From Rangely, take State Highway 64 east, 
58 miles to State Highway 13 and travel 2 miles to the town 
of Meeker.  Highway 64 is a curvy road with some small hills 
to climb.
From the East: (Along the Flat Tops Scenic Byway) Start-
ing in Yampa, take County Road 17 to County Road 132 
which will become Rio Blanco County Road 8. Continue on  
County Road 8 to the junction with State Highway 13 and travel  
approximately 1/2 mile to the town of Meeker. There are no 
services along this route, 30 miles is pavement the remaining 
mileage is well maintained gravel, plan at least 2.5 hours for 
the trip.  Open mid June to mid November.

Driving Directions To Meeker
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LODGING
1 Ellingwood Park 
   W Main St. | (970) 589-9249 
2 Blue Mountain Inn & Suites 
   37 Park St. | (970) 675-8888
3 Budget Host Inn 
   117 S Grand Ave. | (970) 675-8461
4 Adora Inn 
   206 E Main St. | (970) 675-5035
5 Silver Sage RV & Mobile Home Park 
   314 E Main St. | 675-2269
14 Sunrise RV 
     845 E Main St. | (970) 675-2670
6 Rangely Camper Park 
   924 E Main St.
7 Bell House Bed and Breakfast 
   1347 E Main St. | (970) 675-8790
8 Buck’n’Bull RV Park 
   2811 E Main St. | (970) 675-8335

DINING
9 BedRock Depot 
    214 W Brontosaurus Blvd. | (970) 374-2336
    Dinosaur, CO 
10 West End Drive-In 
   322 W Main St. | (970) 675-2041
11 El Agave 
   302 W Main St. | (970) 675-8870

3 Subway 
   203 W Main St. | (970) 675-5038
12 Main Street Cafe 
     124 W Main St. | (970) 675-2799
13 Jade Lion Chinese Food 
     321 E Main St., Unit 5 | (970) 675-5889
14 Main Street Pub 
     707 E Main St. | (970) 675-2077
16 Giovanni’s Italian Grill 
     855 E Main St. | (970) 675-2670

SHOPPING
17 White River Market / Ace Hardware
609 Highway 64 W | (970) 675-2531 
18 True Value
105 W Main St. | (970) 675-2454 
19 Conoco 
102 E Main St.  | (970) 675-2090 
20 NAPA 
214 E Main St. | (970) 675-5051 
13 Pinyon Liquor  
321 E Main St. | (970) 675-2828 
21 Elizabeth Robinson Studio 
514 E Main St. | (970) 274-1239 
22 Laura’s Corner 
637 E Main St. | (970) 675-2800 
23 Sweetbriar
 713 E Main St. | (970) 675-5353 
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22 Rangely Liquor Store 
719 E Main St. | (970) 675-8596 
23 Nichols Store
825 E Main St. | (970) 675-8852 

GIFTSHOPS
24 The TANK - Center for Sonic Arts  
233 County Road 46 | (970) 368-2657 
25 Rangely Automotive Museum 
128 S Stanolind Ave. | (970) 675-8233 
26 Rangely Outdoor Museum  
200 Kennedy Ave, | (970) 675-2612 
27 Cedar Ridges Golf Course 
502 County Road 108 | (970) 675-8403

INFORMATION
A Rangely Chamber of Commerce 
    255 E Main St. | (970) 675-5290
B Western Rio Blanco Recreation and Parks
    611 S Stanolind Ave. | (970) 675-8211
C Rangely District Hospital 
    225 Eagle Crest St. | (970) 675-5011
D Bank of the San Juans
    222 W. Main St. | (970) 675-8481
E Rangely Regional Library 
    109 E Main St. | (970) 675-8811 
F Post Office
    104 S. Birch Ave. 

G Rangely Community Gardens 
    855 E. Rangely Ave.
H Colo. Northwestern Community College 
    500 Kennedy Dr. | (800) 562-1105

Driving Directions To Rangely
From the North: From Craig, take Highway 40 
west 79 miles to the Cty Rd.1 (Blue Mountain 
Road), turn south for approximately 12 miles. At 
State Highway 64 turn east and travel five miles 
to Rangely.  
From the South: From Loma, take  
State Highway 139 north 72 miles to State 
Highway 64. Turn west for one-quarter mile to  
Rangely. As part of the Dinosaur Diamond Scenic  
Byway, there are strong inclines and a few 
switch-backs on Highway 139 as it goes over 
dramatic Douglas Pass
From the East: Take State Highway 13 two miles 
south of Meeker to State Highway 64. Turn east 
for 58 miles to Rangely. 
From the West:  From Vernal, Utah, take  
Highway 40 east 34 miles to the town of  
Dinosaur. Turn south on State Highway 64  
eighteen miles to Rangely. This drive is part of 
the Dinosaur Diamond Scenic Byway.

Main Street Rangely
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Living Here
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Meeker School District’s mission is to seek the 
highest possible level of success for each student.  
The District will provide a safe environment in 
which students learn those skills necessary to 
become well-informed citizens and contributing 
members of society.

The district encompasses three traditional  
separate schools including the newly constructed  
state-of-the-art Meeker Elementary School.  
Each school provides a high level of curriculum 
taught by highly qualified teachers in addition to 

a variety of extra-curricular activities. For more  
information on Meeker Schools visit  
www.meeker.k12.co.us.

The Rangely School District is divided between 
two septerate schools: the Junior/Senior High 
School houses grades 6-12 and a traditional 
elementary school.  In Rangely you will find a 
challenging curriculum taught by highly qualified 
teachers and a range of extra-curricular actiivies. 
Rangely School District’s mission is to create a 
learning community dedicated to high achievement 
and safety for all. For more information on Rangely 
Schools visit www.rangely.12.org.

Education in our Communities

Colorado Northwestern Community College 
(CNCC) offers a variety of associate degrees 
and certificates through on-campus and 
online academic programs.  What sets  
Colorado Northwestern apart from other 
colleges is our unique programs.  At the Craig 
campus: Business, Cosmetology, Massage 
Therapy, Nursing, Emergency Medical Ser-
vices, Automotive and Diesel Technology, 
and Arts & Science.  On the Rangely campus: 
Agricultural Business, Aviation Maintenance, 
Aviation Technology-Flight, Marine Science, 
National Park Ranger Academy, Dental 
Hygiene and so much more.    

CNCC offers both technical coursework  
designed to prepare you for your next career 

and academic coursework that is guaranteed 
to transfer to any public four-year  
university in Colorado.  For more  
information, and a full listing of academic 
programs, visit CNCC.edu,  tour our local 
campuses in Rangely and Craig, or call  
1-800-562-1105. 

Colorado Northwestern Community College

In 2012 CNCC celebrated their 
50th anniversary 
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Pioneers Medical Center is a community  
healthcare facility serving eastern Rio Blanco 
County families, businesses and visitors to  
northwestern Colorado. Pioneers Medical Center 
is housed in a new 87,000 square foot medical 
building for family & pediatric care, emergency 
care, and a nursing home. As a Level IV 

designated emergency center, Pioneers has a 
team of highly trained physicians, nurses,  
therapists, and technicians standing by to treat 
everything from a heart attack to a broken bone.  

White River Aesthetics is a new service line offered, 
this program offers luxurious services for  
state-of-the-art treatment for such things as Botox, 
laser hair removal, and microdermabrasion. Also 
home to a surgery center, Pioneers offers a 
wide-variety of out-patient surgery and procedure 
services.  Pioneers is affiliated with Advanced 
Orthopedics of Northwest Colorado, providing 
total joint surgery care.  

The providers at the Meeker Family Health Center 
offer a wide range of services including  
pre-natal, pediatric, adolescent, geriatric,  
outpatient procedures and much more.  The clinic 
is open weekdays and offers convenient Saturday 
hours.  In addition, the Home Health Team works 
with patients, physicians and family members to 
provide a safe, caring environment without leaving 

the comfort of home while ill or recovering from 
an injury or surgery. 

Rangely District Hospital began serving patients 
in 1947 with three patient rooms and five beds.  
It was upgraded in 1961 and effectively served 
the community until 2013, when a very modern 
and beautiful facility was opened and  
designated as a Level IV Trauma Center by the 
State of Colorado. 

Evidence of RDH’s modernity can be seen in the 
radiology department which has the newest  
equipment available, the 64-slice CT scanner in 
Radiology rivals’ equipment in any other facility 
on the Western Slope and Eastern Utah. 

An impressive variety of services is available in 
Rangely: emergency room treatment, in-patient 
and out-patient care, family clinic, laboratory 
services, occupational health, respiratory therapy, 
physical therapy, radiological services, home 
health, long term care, pharmacy, procedure 
center, ambulance, and assisted living. 

The service area of Rangely District Hospital 
extends beyond the town to include the following 
geographical regions: Dinosaur National  
Monument, Douglas and Baxter Passes to the Utah 
border. 

Heatlhcare in Northwest Colorado
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We Support Business  
Small business is paramount to the economic  
vitality of Meeker and Rangely. Business owners 
can take advantage of the following:
» Small Business Development Centers in Meeker 
and Rangely:  
» Active Chambers of Commerce to represent 
local business 
» Streamlined permitting processes 
» Low tax and utility rates 
» Shovel ready sites for developmenet 
» Modern infrastructure 
» Business friendly attitude 
» State-of-the-art Broadband service 

Home to unrivaled outdoor recreation, modern technology and first class 
entrepreneur and small business support - it is clear to see... 

Rio Blanco County is the Place for your Business

Talented Workforce 
Two Colorado Workforce Centers are located in Rio 
Blanco County, willing and able to help with 
workforce demands. 
» 22% of Rio Blanco County residents have a 
bachelor’s degree or higher, comparable to the na-
tional average 
» Over 60% of residents work in Rio Blanco County, 
40% are employed outside of the county 
» CNCC offers higher education training programs to 
enhance workforce skills 

Meeker is a Colorado Main 
Street Candidate Community

Work Where you Play
Katelin Cook  
Economic Development Coordinator
(970) 878-9474, katelin.cook@rbc.us
www.rbc.us

Top 5 Industries in Rio Blanco County 
» Mining
» Construction
» Oil & Gas 
» Accommodation/Food Service 
» Government
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Trailblazing Technolo gy
Rio Blanco County and the communities of Meeker 
and Rangely provide state-of-the-art high speed 
internet delivered to the homes and most rural 
residents in the county.  Positioning the communities 
as modern, world class destinations for tourism 
and business growth while providing “small town” 
values like safe, happy and healthy living.     

For local residents this does not only mean  
faster internet service in their homes.  With  
Broadband capabilities residents can enjoy en-
hanced services in education and healthcare.  Ad-
ditionally, this provides important safety and 
connectivity for the adventurous populations. 

With Broadband throughout the county, the  
communities of Meeker and Rangely are  
attracting new businesses.  These communities are 
perfect, not only for technology based firms but 
also for telecommuter, location neutral businesses 
and online based retailers which all require
major modern technology. 

Visitors can enjoy Rio Blanco County’s free public 
Wi-Fi in the communities of Meeker and Rangely. 
While at one of our great parks, utilizing the rec 
centers, restaurants or at one of the annual events 
visitors can remain connected.  

Bringing county wide Broadband service to North-
west Colorado was a vision of many  
people and entities within the county.  Rio Blanco 
County Broadband service is one of the first of 
its kind in Colorado.  Other communities will look 
towards Meeker and Rangely for future guidance 
on successfu l  implementat ion of  
modern technologies. 

Rio Blanco County’s Information 
Technology Director accepts award 

for “Community of the Year”

Is Rio Blanco county the place for your  
technology based business, contact the  
office of Economic Development for more  
information about doing business in a great 
place to live.

Economic Development
(970) 878-9474, katelin.cook@rbc.us
www.rbc.us

Stay Connected
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MEEKER
ERBM Recreation & Park District 
(970) 878-3403, www.MeekerRecDistrict.com
HopeWest - Meeker 
(970) 241-2212, www.hopewestco.org
Meeker Arts and Cultural Council  
(970) 439-0183, info@meekerartsandculture.org
Meeker Chamber of Commerce 
www.MeekerChamber.com
Meeker Classic Sheepdog Trials 
www.MeekerSheepDog.com
Meeker Lion’s Club  
www.lionsclubmeeker.wordpress.com
Meeker Ministerial Alliance  
www.lordpantocrator.wordpress.com
Range Call 
www.MeekerRangeCall.com
Rio Blanco County Historical Society 
(970) 878-9982, www.RioBlancoCounty.org
Rio Blanco County Pioneers Association
www.rbcpioneers.org
Rio Blanco Masonic Lodge #80 AF & AM
(970) 878-5726
Town Council Meetings
www.TownOfMeeker.org
Wagon Wheel OHV Club
www.WagonWheelTrails.org
White River Snowmobile Club
(970) 878-9876, www.snowmobilecolo.com

RANGELY
CNCC Foundation
www.cncc.edu/about-cncc/foundation-alumni/
Community/Children’s Garden 
www.facebook.com/RangelyGardens
Elks Club
(970) 675-8533
Meals on Wheels
(970) 675-4298
The TANK
www.tanksounds.org
Town Council Meetings
www.rangely.com
Radino Senior Center  
(970) 675-8112
Rangely Chamber of Commerce 
(970) 675-5290, www.rangleychamber.com
Rangely Historical Society
(970) 675-2612 
www.ramuseum.wix.com/rangely-museum 
WRBM Recreation & Park District 
(970) 675-8211, www.westernrioblanco.org

RIO BLANCO COUNTY
Rio Blanco County Board of Commissioners 
www.rbc.us
Rio Blanco County 4-H  
(970) 878-9490,  
www.rbc.us/207/4-H

There are a variety of opportunities in Meeker and Rangely for those wanting to get involved 
in the local community. Following are just a handful of the many organizations that have op-
portunities to participate and interact with other residents interested in community activities. 

Living in Northwest Colorado
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Use area code 970 when dialing
Emergency    Phone   Location
Law enforcement/Fire/Ambulance 911   555 Main St
Meeker Police Department  878-5555  345 Market St
Rio Blanco County Sheriff  878-9620  555 Main St
Meeker Volunteer Fire & Rescue  878-3443  236 7th St
Pioneers Medical Center   878-5047  100 Pioneers Medical Center Dr
Safe House    878-3131

Government / Non-Emergent
Rio Blanco County   878-9400  555 Main St
Colorado State Uni. Extension Office 878-9490  779 Sulphur Creek Rd
Colorado Work Force Center  878-4211  345 Market St
Meeker Post Office   878-5830  365 6th St
Social Services    878-9640  345 Market St
Town of Meeker    878-5344  345 Market St
Meeker Public Library   878-5911  490 Main St

Education
Meeker School District Re-1  878-9040  555 Garfield St
Colorado Northwest Community College 675-3301  345 6th St

Utilities
Atmos Gas    878-5889   702 Main St
Meeker Sanitation District  878-5192  265 8th St
Redi Services (trash)   878-4444  235 County Rd 15
Town of Meeker (water)   878-5344  345 Market St
White River Electric   878-5041  233 6th St
White River Energy (propane)  878-9876  668 Market St

Phone / Internet
Cimmaron Telecommunications  778-5177  735 Main St, #104
Local Access Internet   462-2848  335 6th St, Unit 4
White River Electric (satellite internet) 878-5041  233 6th St

Numbers to Know in Meeker
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Use area code 970 when dialing
Emergency    Phone   Location
Law enforcement/Fire/Ambulance 911   209 E Main St
Rangely Police Department  675-8466  209 E Main St
Rio Blanco County Sheriff  878-9625  209 E Main St
Rangely Volunteer Fire & Rescue  675-5093  115 N Nichols Ave
Rangely District Hospital   675-5011  225 Eagle Crest St
Rangely Victim Services   629-5729 or 629-0709

Government / Non-Emergency
Rio Blanco County Clerk & Recorder
Rangely extension   878-9465  17497 W Hwy. 64
Rangely Post Office   675-8655  401 S Birch Ave
Town of Rangely   675-8476  209 E Main St
Rangely Public Library   675-8811  109 E Main St
Colorado State Patrol   824-6501
Road Conditions    878-9620

Education 
Rangely School District
Colorado Northwestern Comm. College 675-3301

Utilities
Town of Rangely
(gas, water, sanitation)   675-8476  209 E Main
Rangely Trash Services    675-2878  2809 Shale St
Moon Lake Electric   675-2291  1635 E Main St

Phone / Internet
Cimarron Telecommunications  778-5177   1101 W. Main St
Local Access Internet   462-2848  226 E Main St

Numbers to Know in Rangely
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A Cooperative Effort From: 
Rio Blanco County Office of Economic Development 

Meeker Chamber of Commerce
Rangely Chamber of Commerce

Adventure Awaits
on the Road Less Traveled

1-800-COLORADO


